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Peru's former President Alberto Fujimori is facing mounting legal problems. The attorney general
has already charged him with abandoning office and dereliction of duty. He could face charges of
treason for purchases of allegedly obsolete fighter planes from Belarrus. And, an investigation is
underway into whether several members of the Movimiento Revolucionario Tupac Amaru (MRTA)
rebel force were executed during the commando raid on the Japanese ambassador's residence in
1997 (see NotiSur, 1997-04-25).
Last November, Congress fired Fujimori after he faxed his resignation from Japan amid a
government corruption scandal. Charges of human rights abuses could increase diplomatic pressure
on Japan either to extradite the former president or try him there. Japan backs Fujimori's claim of
dual Japanese and Peruvian citizenship. It does not extradite its nationals and made it clear it is not
inclined to hand Fujimori over to Peruvian authorities.

Worthless planes cover kickback scheme
Peruvian arms dealer Victor Alberto Venero Garrido, recently extradited from the US, testified to a
Peruvian congressional commission on March 7 that he paid Fujimori's fugitive spy chief Vladimiro
Montesinos US$35 million in kickbacks related to arms purchases and construction contracts
financed with Peru's military and police pension fund. Venero, who had been living in south Florida,
was arrested in February on an international warrant and returned to Peru. The congressional
commission in charge of investigating Montesinos' assets has said it found evidence of "crimes and
serious irregularities" in arms purchases by the Fujimori government between 1990 and 2000.
Retired Gen. Daniel Mora, Peru's negotiator in the peace talks with Ecuador, said in early March
that Montesinos instigated the purchase of fighter planes that were basically junk. He said part of
the objective was to intimidate Ecuador so that it would sign a peace treaty to Peru's liking. Mora
said the 18 MiG-29 fighter planes, which had been used in the conflict with Afghanistan in the 1980s,
were purchased from Belarrus and were obsolete and inoperable.
On March 7, Congress president Carlos Ferrero said that if an investigation shows that Fujimori
authorized purchasing obsolete weapons during the 1995 border war with Ecuador, he could be
charged with treason. "If the investigations show that arms were purchased that were not in good
condition or that the price paid was twice their value, that would mean there were people who,
instead of defending the country against external threats, preferred to line their pockets. That is
treason," said Ferrero.

Plane crashes during test
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David Waisman, who heads the congressional commission, ordered tests of the MiG-29s amid the
reports that the purchases were used by Montesinos to siphon millions of dollars into secret bank
accounts.
On March 13, during the tests, one of the planes crashed near the Chiclayo airport 780 km north of
Lima. The pilot ejected before the crash and was not seriously injured, nor were there any injuries
on the ground. Waisman called for a congressional inquiry into the crash as well as an earlier
crash of a MiG-29 in September 1997. The scandal in Peru spread to Ecuador when one of the
"Vladivideos" showed Fujimori dictating a letter to former Ecuadoran President Abdala Bucaram
requesting that he urge the legislators of his Partido Roldosista Ecuadoriana (PRE) to vote in favor of
the peace agreement.
An Ecuadoran legislative delegation traveled to Lima to view the videos and try to determine
whether any bribes were made in exchange for votes. The delegation concluded that no Ecuadoran
legislators had taken money to vote for the peace treaty. MRTA rebels may have been executed
Fujimori could also face murder charges for the alleged execution of 14 MRTA rebels during a
commando raid to rescue 72 hostages, a state attorney said on March 9. The MRTA rebels died
during the military assault ordered by Fujimori that ended the 126-day siege at the Japanese
ambassador's residence. At the time, many Peruvians and much of the Peruvian and international
media hailed the operation and treated Fujimori as a hero.
In the operation, one hostage was killed as well as the rebels. After the assault, the rebels were
quickly buried in unmarked graves around Lima. In many cases, relatives were not allowed to see
the bodies, and the families were only subsequently told where their relatives had been buried.
Fujimori has denied the rebels were executed, saying they died in an initial blast set off by the
commandos or were killed later fighting the soldiers who swarmed into the residence from tunnels
dug under the mansion during the siege.
Assistant state attorney Ronald Gamarra, part of the team led by state attorney Jose Ugaz
investigating Montesinos on charges ranging from corruption to ordering death squads and torture,
said unauthorized post-mortems plus reports by the UN, the US State Department, and human
rights groups suggested at least some of the rebels had been executed. On orders of Peruvian
authorities, the bodies of the MRTA rebels have been exhumed. Human rights lawyers have said
some of the bodies showed bullet holes in the skulls. The report by forensic experts is expected by
early April.
MRTA family members filed a suit alleging extrajudicial killings after Hidetaka Ogura, a Japanese
Embassy employee who was held hostage, told reporters he had seen three rebels alive and tied up
in the garden after the raid. Ogura's statements corroborated others made shortly after the assault
that said two rebels were executed and at least one begged to surrender before being shot. The
execution reports suggested a possible violation of international norms covering taking prisoners
since the events happened on what was considered Japanese sovereign soil. O
n March 10, Gamarra formally called for proceedings against Fujimori for murder and abuse of
authority. The charges also apply to Montesinos, former head of the joint chiefs of staff Gen. Nicolas
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de Bari Hermoza, and former head of the Servicio de Inteligencia Nacional (SIN) Gen. Julio Salazar
Monroe, as well as the military commanders who participated in the rescue operation. "No one
knows what person or persons pulled the trigger," said Gamarra in an interview in the Lima daily
Liberacion. He said the declaration by Ogura "is merit enough to initiate an investigation."
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